
Effie Burns Glass
installation | sculpture |architecture collaboration

address Cobalt Studios Limited  14 -16 Boyd Street  Shieldfield  Newcastle upon Tyne  NE2 1AP

telephone 07816 823 695  email info@effieburnsglass.co.uk © 2005 Effie Burns | Glass

Cobalt
In order to create a dynamic working environment I have worked with three other designer makers to estab-
lish Cobalt. Cobalt consists of four separate creative businesses. We are currently working with architects
Mosedale Gillatt to convert a building in the Ouseburn Valley into studio space. Although as individuals our
practices vary considerably, the one area that we all have in common is that we create or transform spaces
using a variety of materials like wood, glass and metal. 
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Making Spaces
Last year we decided to use our collective experience to establish a platform to inspire others 
to create remarkable spaces. ‘Making Spaces’ was a project initiated by Cobalt and funded 
by Creative Partnerships in collaboration with Staindrop School and Seaham Deneside Infant School.

Our initial theme was spaces of the imagination. We looked at what architecture could be from pigeon
coops to temples. We encouraged them to think about the spaces they inhabit and those they would like
to. From these initial discussions the children explored their ideas for creative spaces through model making.

This exploration of ideas has resulted in a series of full scale three dimensional realisations. 
Including a lime green igloo made from Ikea laundry bins and a corridor woven in rope. 
These spaces wer exhibited  as part of Architecture Week 2004.
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collaboration
Seaham Deneside
In contrast to these physical spaces we have worked with infants at Seaham Deneside to make a short film. From
music and noises made by the children in the school a soundtrack has also been created. We also worked with an
animator to add movement to some of their drawings. The main focus of the film is their experience of the school
and the effect the architecture has on them. Through discussion and writing stories we have learned about how
different spaces make 
them feel.

The two projects reveal the creative potential of two different age groups and their personal responses to the built
environment.
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collaboration
Making It
Our ability to think creatively and tailor projects to our individual strengths has also led us to
organise ‘Making It’ a one day conference for undergraduates and recent graduates of courses
with a designer/maker focus.
There were a series of presentations by speakers who had set up inspirational practices both
regionally and nationally. Combined with workshops and one to one sessions.

mailto:info@effieburnsglass.co.uk?subject=Information Request



